. 
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guiſhing Characteriſtic was Chaſtity, 
Her Eſcapes from her many Lovers, 
and the Method uſed by a Jeſit Prieft 
to obtain her, good Graces, are fully 
narrated, with the UAE: of his * 
ing her to Death. 


Printed for the Author, and ſold by 5. Robin on, 


in Ludgate Street ; and by A. Henderſon. 4 
 Weſtminſter-Hall; by E. Withers, in Ther. x 
Street, and at the Royal-Exchange, 1 75 * 
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Genuine Nannaniys, 


T. R P we ſeriouſly take a View 


Mof the Fair Sex, we ſhall 
ind, that of all other Objects 
— 5 they naturally attract the At- 

XC tention, and procure to them- 
ſelves the Applauſe and Ap- 


pitiation of the wes in proportion to 


the different Virtues and Accampliſhments - 
with which they are endow'd; "Dir as no- 
thing is more nauſeous and contemprible 
than a vicious (and at the fame Time) a 


hard-fayour'd Woman, fo nothing is more 


delicate and amiable than one that is vir- 
tuous and beautiful; according to that 


common Maxim, that the more delight- 
« ful any Thing is before its pollution, 0 


75 * the more vgly it 2 eyer after it.” 
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WA of the Fair Sex, we ſhall 
FS & M6 they naturally attract the At- 


. 


ſelves the Applauſe and Ap- 


probation of the Male, in proportion to 


the different Virtues and Accompliſiments 
with which they are endow'd; for as no- 
thing is more nauſeous and contemptible 


my 5 =}: FP: we Ai ks" a a View 4 
find, that of all other Objects 


ONLY 


2 — tention, and procure to them- 


than a vicious (and at the fame Time) a 
hard-favour d Woman, fo nothing is more 


delicate and amiable than one that is vir- 


tuous and beautiful; according to that 


common Maxim, chat the more delight- 


ful any Thing i is before its pollution, fo 


ng * the more ugly it PRO eyer after it.” 
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while cher whole 4 Mein Brie creates ſach 


an Inflammation i in their Breaſts, as cannot 
be cold but by a diſhonourable Enjoy- 


ment; others again delight by Converſa- 
tion and Addreſs, and by the Acuteneſs of 


their Parts (for the Fair ber are generally 


of a quick Apprehenſion) draw the Eſteem 
and Admiration of the ſober, the judicious, 


and thinking part of the World: In ſhort, 
there is not one Qualification wherewith a 
Woman may be endow'd, but will be 
ſooner or later obſerved; and one Virtue 


in them conceals a thouſand F ailings in the 
Eyes of their Lover ; but of all Virtues 
and Accompliſhments, none ſhines with ſo 


bright a Luſtre as that of Chaſtity, which 


is, as it were, the cardinal Virtne on which 
the others depend; and as the fame conti- 
nues or removes, o are they adorned or 
diſgraced. In the following Memoirs we 
have before us a Repreſentation of a Perſon 

of the greateſt Worth, whoſe diſtinguiſh- _ 
ing Characteriſtick is Chaſtity; and by 


that Virtue alone, ſhe procured the Eſteem 


and Approbation of all who knew her; 
nor would I have troubled the Public with 
an Account of this Kind, if it had not 


been to ſhew the Manner i in which ſhe Moo 


fled 


OY * 


a Affaule for evi: 155 0 rite 
moſt precio: Treaſure,” Then to purſue = | 
my Story; Margarita dela Sugna, the _ Ii 
Subject e * inele Memoirs, was born on the .Þ 
28th of Offober, 1675, of 1 very creditable i 
Parents, her Father being Don Andria de 
Ia Sugna, Clerk and Attorney at Law, in 
which Profeſſion he was very eminent; "nor 
indeed were his Abilities contemptible in 
other Branches of Knowledge, and parti- 
cularly the Art of War, of which he gave 
4 Te 2 Proof ren che flowing Occa- 
on: 5 . | | 
The Rinbur of the Geenen at that 5 
Time being ſuch, that five of the Weſtern | 
| Provinces of the Kingdom, revolted, and 
demanded of their King, 'the Execution of 
the Articles which he had ſworn to main» 
tain at his Coronation, an armed Force was 
ſent to reduce them; ſeveral new Regi- 
ments were raiſed to augment the national 
Troops, and a Captain's Commiſſion was 
granted to Don Andria, who, upon the 
Day of Battle, behaved with a ſurpriſing 
Skill and Dexterity, ſo as to be univerſally - 
approved. That Inſurrection being quell 
the Severity increaſed, and the he P cople, | 
=_ 22 remonſtrated againſt the 
ardſhi them. The Ki 
had all bak T. on Brother d a 805 
** whoſe Aa i _ is a * 
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main hes; wat for "REY others, 
for the lawful Son oſ his Maj ajeſty ; but this 
Was not the Argument upon which the 


People went at that time; their Laws and 


E they wanted to retain; and ob- 
rying the Cruelty af the Brother, o 
whoſe barbarous Diſpoſition they aſcribed 
many of the Hardſhips under which they 

groancd, they declared for; the Son, and 
Sven entered . Conſpiracy ſor ſetting 
He br the Throne. Don Hudria (ho 
very merciſul to the poor Feo- 

5 was 1 to their Meeting, . — 
by Means of à Paper that had dropp'd 
ſome Way or other from the Pocket of 
one of the ks een was diſcovered; and, 
as a Proſecution; was begun and carried on 
againſt ſome of the principal Men, who 
were afterwards executed, it Was unani- 
mouſly believed that Don Andria maſt 
have Ellen a Sacrifice, if Death had not 
prevented; for. he died upon the 30 
of : Auguſt, 1684, leaving orlly one Bon, 
this Margarita, and a poſthnmoys: Chit 
behind Mt 5 21 4 
The Death of the Father Was 4 morti- 
_ Stroke; but that of the Son, about 
fix Weeks after, was a Load above 2 Bur- 
then, and yet notwithſtanding all theſe 
Troubles and melancholly Events, Donna 

e was 1 als of a Daugb- 
| ”_ ___ | 


5 [ 31 fy 
ter about 2. Quarter fa Year after het 
— Husband's Deteaſe. The whole of her 
Bricnds conceived the beſt Hopes of Mar- 
A charming 
Aſpect, and very beautiſul to KO, 
| articular Care das taken ef ber 


o . 
* 


1 tir Tis 6 


aa way wy „ 


oft Lemm and before her; 
ter her Arrival at the Age of 1 


in the Metropolis of the Ki J and 
as that Gentlewoman had 8 ſhe 
trained up her NMiece, M. «ar: ee 
own Daughter: While here, her 
met with no Trial, as ſhe was much elder 
than any of her Couſins; but the Time 
the uns put to the ſe. 
voroit Ham Eler Friends: 
natural Diſpoſition to: tread in the moſſ 
virtuous Steps, became ſo fond of her, 
that they ſtrove who ſhould have her at 
their Houſes; for as her Mother lived in 
a Village, almoſt ma Cloyſter, ſearcely 
any Youth coming near her, it was ju 
proper to take out Margarita, in order to 


procure for her a Match. While in one 


; of Hef ä a lame Man, who 
went 


and Son, the ſet an Example of the fri. 5 
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that a e Tr of this Kind might 
ad vantageous 


| 10 that he was obliged 


another, whoſe: Favours he more eaſily ob- 


F her, that he had called his lt Dorn Daugh- 
ter by her Name; for which ſhe — 


1 


went joe Staves, but had a conſiderable 
Fortune, fell deeply in Love with her, 
| and ſollicited her, not only by Letters and 
Proxies, but by Means of Ladies of ern 
Wit and Honour, who, conſidering 


Margarita had no great Portion, ju fe, 


to him, eb 
be — 3" in an page Fu Woman for ma- 


naging his Eſtate; and to her, as ſhe would 
be — in an handſome and opulent 
Living Every Argument was to no pur- 


ſe — 2 Mar, 
erſon, and rej 


arita; ſhe deſpiſed his 
the whole of his Suit, 
to turn himſelf t 


tain'd ; but ſhe ſoon dying, he again re- 
bare his Propoſals to Margarita, and by 
way of a prevailing Argument, he told 


him in a Manner "that diſcovered: her own 


Sagacity, but at the ſame time no Altera- 


tion in. her Affection for him; he made it 


his Buſineſs to repair to the Gentlemen's 


Houſes where he heard ſhe; was viſiting; 
but the declined always his Company, not 
in a diſdainſul Way, but with ſuch inno- 


dont Simplicity, as ſufficiently diſcovered 
ger Averſion. He even laid wait for her; 


but ſtill ſhe eſcap'd his Ambuſh, till one 
| Day 


nw to lie near a Place where rei 
wont to recreate herſelf; as ſhe came to 
the End of the Avenue, the was ſuddenly 
_ preſented with this Sight more terrible to 
her than any other: They made ftrait'up 
to her, and preſenting their naked Swords 
to her Breaſt, demanded her Compliance 
to the Deſires of their Maſter. She was 
not ſtunned at this ſudden Eruption and 
Shock, but hearing it with a Coolneſs 
hardly to be deſcribed, ſhe endeavoured to 
ſooth the Paſſions by: en nn Ex- 
Pan as theſe : Sd 
„ Gentlemen, l am not a little ſirpriz'd 2 
« at this ſudden Action, for it is not the 
Province of my Sex to account for the 
« Reſolutions of — I have frequently 
been informed of the generons Inten- 
tions of your Maſter toward me; and if 
I miſtake not, he has made the moſt 10- 
« lemn Profeſſions that can be ſuppoſed to 
“ proceed from the Mouth of a Lover; 
« if his Affection is ſincere, he cannot ex- 
pect a Return by ſuch violent Methods; 
« for the Will is not to be forced by one. . 
<« ſelf, much leſs by another; beſides, if 
I ſhould at preſent comply with his De- 
« fires, behold I bring Ruin upon myſelf, 
and at the fame time Diſhonour upon 
« N Providence, who is the Rewarger 
* 


* 5 
- a. 


ee 


«of Virtue; and the 1 
Actions, will not allow Inſults upon my 
<« Sex to paſs unpuniſhed; and I conjure = 
7 you, by all the Ties of Humanity and 
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made the moſt ſenfible I 


1 


« Goodneſs, by the Bonds of 


« and Juſtice, and by the Honour of your 


«< own Sex, that you do no Violence to 


< mine. The 8 who gives him- 
© {ef out for my Lover, would, 


non, only hate me, after the gratifyi 
© of his Paſſion; and ſhonkd ef of eu, 
(taking Advantage of my Weakneſs at 


< preſent) force me at once to relinquiſh 
1.6 my Virtue and deſtroy mine Honour, 7 
« would . raiſe a Remorſe in your own. 
© Breaſts more intolerable than the acuteſt 
« Pains, Conſult then your own Safety 
and your own Repoſe, and endeavour to 


« ſerve your Maſter in Actions that will 
vantage, for I would chuſe the plunging 


< of a Dagger into my Bowels, rather 


than live in Contempt and Diſdain after 


— 


A dend Swe to his Hombre your Ad- 1 


« relinquiſhing my Virtue.” Theſe: Words | 


being uttered with a becoming Modeſty, 


mpreſſion; they 


—_ upon one another, and after deſi- 
the tayour of being admitted to con- 
e with her in her Chamber, they re- 

over 2 her in the greateſt Confulon; 

and at che time of their e, a Com- 


pany 


X 'S. J TI 
pany a AT Cas thelt Nes 
fearing that brad (for this Was the 
Name they gave her) might inform them 
of what they had been doing, and fo fab- | 


. * * 
„„ * 4 IM 4-4 
2 


ja them to be proſecuted by Law. One 
of the Company propoſed (cizing' her by 
Force, in order to prevent a Diſcovery, 
while the other two remonſtrated 4 ainſt 
itz for ſaid they, „Our Honour is {allied 
« already 1 Gee good Nature and 
. Prudee do not prèvent a Diſcovery; 
„ whereas, if we follow Four Advice, we 
ee add Oe baſe Action to another. Ou 
„ Guilt*will- be aggravated From” 75 n. 
4 Citeumſtances, but particularly fro! 
this, — that we ſeemed" to be 28 
« from the Diſcourſe Which ſhe made of 
t the Raſpneſs and Folly: of our own Un- 
dertaking Theſe Words had no Ef- 
| 8 upon Sa bose brutal Paſſion ha, 


Ser the beiter ot all his rational Poets; 
he preis d tettirnin mg'to Cid, and lei 


bd. as afl Argument; that the Comparr 
from whom they feared an Interruption, 


had taken a quite contrary Rout; ſeveral 


Altercations then paſſed between them, and 


at laſt he ſaid, .I will return by myſelf: 8 


No, reply'd the other two, * that will be 
more diſhonourable than irt we had forced 


her to conſent when ſpeaking to her, 
and beſides i it will alienate the OT 
1 4 
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1 10 
« 309 our Maſter both "OY her an from 8 
As he was retiring, they ſtill * TE 
W againſt it, and from Words the ey | 
went to Blows. The Perſon whoſe Paſ- 
ſion was heated, run off, to the Intent 
they might purſue him, and he might fight 
them ſe parately ; for he knew their Strength 
and — Sw ens with their Dexterity and 
Skill at the Sword. And after 3 run 
a conſiderable Length, and one of them 
being got a good way before the other, he 
turned about upon him, and . continued 
cloſely engaged with Sword and Target, 
till the other coming up, he cut his Antago- 
niſt from the Crown of the Head down to 
the Trunk of the Body, and then attack d 
the other who advanced to his Aſſiſtance, 
with whom he. ply'd three or four Bouts, 
and then about the fifth cut off his Head 
at one Stroke. The Maſter, Wwho was 
lame, haſtened up to them, but he was . 
.too late, . for they were both diſpatch'd oF 
before he could arrive; and no ſooner is 
he come up, than he expoſtulated with 
him, in theſe, or ſome ſuch Terms: Wh 
% have you thus dealt with me? Why 
4 have you deprived me of my Servants, 
and yourſelf of your Comrades? If you 
could not prevail upon Clarinda, why 
« did you not return with the Anſwer 
which ſhe gave e No, no, * d 
"ng 


| IF 11 * 

the other in a e, © Clarinds was an 
exquiſite Hennef !' the Object of the 
* « Da ght of Mankind! She is the Maſter- 
piece af Nature, and fo tranſporting in 
« her Appearance, that if I was\ Maſter | 
« of the World, and even of yon diftant - 
« Spheres, I would ſacrifice them for her! 
„Fou, I know, art the Rival of my De- 
« fires; and therefore-I ſhall fend No to 
ce the Shades below, to. nj Hd your. 
« two Servants, whoſe Death was fo much 
« wing to you.” With theſe Words, 
he plung'd his Sword (not yet cleaned 
from the ſtreaming Gore of his two Com- 
rades) into the Breaſt of his Maſter. The 
Blood immediately bulged out, and with 
it, his. Life came ruſhing. from the fatal 
| Wound; ; and as he fell, he uttered ſome 
ſuch Expreſſions: « 0 fatal Clarinda! 
Thou, the lovelieſt, but the deareſt 
of Women! Oh that thou wert preſent 
to behold my End; and perhaps the 
« View of this Scene, which has cloſed 1o 
<« fatally for me, would rouze your tender 
« Heart to beſtow one favourable Glance 
« upon me, before I leave this World, 
and then my Soul would retire in peace | 
« to its ſilent Habitation.” Scarce are 
| theſe Words out of his Mouth, when his 
rolling Eyes ſunk in his Head; and when 
all the Man wy proſtrate on the Ground; 
B 5 the 


A 


* 


| 4 12 3 3 
the 3 3 run off toward 
the Place where he had left Clariuda, 
hoping at that time to enjoy her without 
the leaſt Controul, ſo great was, his Inſa- 


- tuation ; but to his Aſtoniſhment ſhe had 
170 off. He was now in the wildeſt AF 
fright ; he roamed thro? the Woods, ſeek- 
ing ſometimes for his Comrades, and ſome- 
times calling for Clarinda. His ghaſtly 
Countenance was terrible to behold ! his 
Eyes now rolled in his Head! Fury! Rage! 
and Deſpair fat upon his Features, while 
all his Geſture ſpoke the dreadful Scene he 
had acted: At laſt, being weary with run- 
ning, and ſpent with Fatigue, he became 
cool, fat down upon the Ground, and be- 
gan to think of the Miſchief he had acted: 
A thouſand diſmal Thoughts, like the 
Waves of the Sca, juſtling out one another, 
crouded upon his Mind, he was terrified 
at his own Shadow, and the Sight of a 
Man was moſt nauſeous ; he nd the 
Shades, but, tho? he had obtained a Shel- 
ter, yet his own Mind was a Plague to 
him, and his Conſcience preſented to his 
View, the diſmal Scene he had ated, and, 
like a magnifying Mirror, enlarged every 
Ft: At laſt a Prieſt. came by, who be- 
to comfort him, but all to no Pur- 
— His Expreſſions which would have 
charmed at any other Time, only; wounded 
this 


* 
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r nis Ears. The moſt 1 Counſels N 
. were but Dilicacies; dpplitl voila; — 
Taſte. In a Word, the Converſation of 
the Parſon enflamed him the more; ſo 


that he broke off from him, and repaired 1 


further into the Woods, and at parting, 
uttered theſe, or ſome ſuch mournſul Rx- 
paſar: Oh wretched Clarinda] why 
« did you ever appear before me? why 
« were not mine Eyes ſhut when tirſt you 
came within the Bounds of my View ? 
« *Tis owing to you that I have imbrued 
« my Hands in the Blood of my Fellow 
<« Servants, and of my beſt Benefactor. O 
„ melancholly Fate! Life to me is bitter: 
« Death is only my Comfort! Oh could 


« I ſee my beloved Maſter again to beg 


« pardon for my Offence ! Oh could I, 
* like another Orphens, recall the Dead 
« from their men. I might have ſome 
“Comfort for my - paſt Offences, in obli- 
[ terating the A of them, by a 
continued Series of faithful Services On 
could I ſee my dear Fellow Servants; 
« then would 1 Arier, to render myſelf the 25 
Object of their Forgiveneſs, - by laying 
© hold of every Opportunity for doing 
them the beſt Offices; and perhaps at 
length prevail upon them to forgive one 
raſn Action, which human Nature; 
vyithout due Care, * and Ren 
A " ſolution, : 
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« ſvlution; is ever liable to commit! No, 
« no, replied the Prieſt, ſuch Sonets as 
« theſe. will never anfwer any Purpoſe, 
« tho' you ſhould wiſh to Eeecriry, your 
„ Wiſhes would be vain; think not That: 
“ the Decrees of Heaven are alterable by 
* the Wiſhes and Intreaties of Men, tho 
4 you ſhould play more melodiouſiy than 


Orpheus, and with the moſt exquiſite 


* © Skill, touch every String of the fineſt 

« Inftrument; the Blood that has once 

„ guſhed. out. from the widening Wound, 

would not return again; and altho' Art 
e might infuſe it into the human Frame, 
yet the many Veins and Arteries thro' 
« which it runs, and daily ſupplies a vi- 
“ tal Warmth and ſenſible Palpitation, are 
« now compreſſed together; their Pores 
and Interſtices are filled up, and rotten- 


„ neſs. has ſeized upon them; endeavour 


« Comfort from another Quarter, and do 
not provoke the ſupreme Being more, 
« by wiſhing or expecting Impoſlibilities.” 
Theſe Words were ſcarce uttered, when 
he run off in the wildeſt Affright, bearing 
about with him all the Marks of Deſpair ; 


and being now got to ſome conſiderable 


Diſtance, his Spirits began to fail, ſo that 
he was obliged to fit down for recruiting 

of them. He paus'd awhile upon the Ground, 
and on up. his Tyne; he obſery'd a 
tall 
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tall ſlender Man in-grey Clothes approach- | 
ing to him, as if defirous-to converſe with 
him, and inform him oft omethir 


: nearly concerned him. per 
. = Sd" Stranger -havings hin up; ask d . 
him of his Condition, and the Reaſon of 
the Melancholly in which he was involy'd', 
and as he could not anſwer diſtinctly, the | 
Perſon immediately pulled a Letter out of 
his Pocket, and =. himſelf in Words 
to this Effeck: I know, Sir, who you 
are, Namana, once Servant to Don Jo- 
ſappbo de la Mancha, whom you lately 
diſpatched to the lower Regions; ee 
« here is a Letter from him, and 1 aſſure 
e you that he is far bappier there than 
ever he was here; and ſo grateful is he 
4 to you for. ſending him thither, that he 
has ſent me with this Letter to invite 
you to come to that Place of Happinets 
« where he is. | You are, continued the 
Stranger, a Man of too high a Spirit to 
live in this vain and ſordid World; fol- 
low your Maſter to the more del ightful | 
« Manſions, and even eternize your Name | 
© by reſolutely. breaking the ſilver Cord 
« which has ſo long tied the vital Parts to- 
<« gether.” With theſe Words he pointed 
to a Tree, over which, ſaid he, you 


may cafily and gently firing, by Means 
. chat Cord which is tied about you. 


cc Wo; 


no, pin laid (w. intoxi- 
« cated with the Hopes that were given 


vantage by going out of this World, 1 
'« ſhall make Uſe of the fame Inſtrument. 
4 What gave Life to him, ſhall likewiſe 
give Life to me. The Pain is but ſhort, 
if the Buſineſs be reſolutely: done.” The 
Stranger applauded his Scheme, and 
pted him to haſten the Execution f 
it. He iuſtautiy pulled out the blood 
Weapon, and with all his remaining Force, 
plung d it into his own. Bowels, he fell 
tottering upon the Ground, and his other 
Armour founded above him. 
But ſcarce had the Weapon eſters? 
| when the Stranger withdrew in ſuch a 
Manner (vis. a terrible Noiſe) as eaſily 
_. diſcovered who he was; and no ſooner did 
the one deſert him, than lo a real Man 
came up to him; his Breath was not quite 
gone, nor yet were his Spirits Wholly ex- 
- Hanſted; and being asked the Matter, he 
told him the Whole, which he ſcarce had 
ended, when the eternal Sleep of Death 
4» entended over his Eyes, now ſunk in his 
Head; his Carcaſe lay ftrew'd in the Way, 
and his pale, ghaſtly Countenance, eaſily 
diſcover'd the melancholly Scene that had 
been acted. No ſooner is the Matter over, 


than 
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dim) if my Maſter has reaped any Ad- 


8 5 ha 1 1 aber to . . 
Houſe where, Clarinda: was reſiding, and | 
informed her of all that had happer 

at the AE, time lr her 


8 8 yo ome Fo 


e 


« e ji h Manch, „m Wc les. — 2 
mana, his Servant; "and: if he was ſuch a 
Fool as to die ſor 4 Woman, there i no 
«© Help-for it; every; Action is goo 
© bad in proportion to the Meaſure of M 
* that attends it, and ſince Providence has 
_ © appointed our Sex, not for the 8 bp 421 
6 1 but the Happineſs of Mankind, if yh 
© they turn the beſt Deſigns. to the workt 
7 < of Aims A. dhe Ne the Ange for 


« 10 great a (Oo hr Ny 7 oaks you he 
charge upon me, but to hurt my, gr 
any other, in order to expiate this A. % 
mal Event, would rather be an Encou- © | 
ragement to the Follies and Frenzy 57 | 

' © your Sex, than a real Seryicę to them, 
bor to mine own. All this time ſhe con- 
tinued quite compos d, without ſo much 

qs an Alten of Countenance, till the 
Man ſhe * to pulled out the bloody _ 

C Sword 7 
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Kiba not with an ede to kill her 
| but to moye her Compaſſion, a to. * 
in her Breaſt ſuch Ser iments, as might. 
| retvncile her to be courted by him. * 
was juſt finjſhing this mournful Sentence: . 
| TRR Sword, which has dif atched three, oy 
„ ſhalt alſo finiſh a wth l 
* conſent to be N when the fainte 
Wn . Ven cg upon the Ground, 
of Life, except the feeble 
* N preſerving the Honour of 


laf her THO cloſely | 
ch her Limb ms 


Her Fall being Heard by thoſe in the 
10 ef Apartments, they quickly run up 
to her Relief, and by proper Remedies, re- 
covered her again to Hy Senſes; nd as the 
Man had been K Ehe. from bs Preſum p- 
tion of his having unde an Attempt upon 
her Virtue, they informed her of that E- 
vent, judging, that by this ſhe might be 
comforted : ; but in this they were wholly | 
diſappointed, for | ſhe very honou rably a- 
quitted the Man, declaring, that he had 
offered no Violence to her, Pacher than by 
"a ſudden, drawing out a Sword, and ina 
very daſtardly N anner, proſeſſing his Re- 
ſolution to die for a Woman. No ſooner 
"had the done with this exquiſite Diſ- 
courſe, than the Man was relealed from 
bis Confinement, and even cured, of ße 


i mad neſs 


4 


i 


is}, 


Madneſs of his Phrenzy, for he 3 


to his own: Habitation and laid aſide all 


Thoughts of a Woman ever after. 


Clarinda tho' now free from theſe ex. 


traordinary Aſſaults was {till viſited by 


ſuch as were charmed with her Deport- 
ment; ſome Officers of the Army. endea- 
Jones) to gain her Affection, but to no 
Purpoſe. In a Word, ſhe had above 
twenty four different Lovers, ſome of 
whom were People of the beſt Faſhion, 


and abounded in Riches; her Conſtaney 


was fixed, all their Endeavours were vain, 
till about the fortieth Vear of her Age, chat 


a rich Clergyman of the Order of the Je. 
ſuits who came from Salamanca to Nola, 
one Day viewing Clarinda, inſtantly was 
ſhot by one of Cupid's Arrows, and con- 


trived a Method to obtain her Favour: He 
had an old Uncle who was Colonel in the 


Life-Guards, and acquainted with Clar- 


inda, as ſhe kept a Correſpondence with 


his Lady; of him he borrowed a Suit of 
Cloaths, and went under the Name of 


Don F. er ditiando di Geraldino, a Captain 


in the Iriſh Brigades under the Duke of 


. Ormond; and underſtanding that Cla- 


rinda had been bred up in the Doctrines of + 


Calvin, he profeſſed himſelf a zealous 
Diſciple of DIY, and the better to palliate 


the 
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che Matter, he went with her to. the 
Chappel ofthe Dutch Ambaſſador, where 
none appeared more deyout than Captain 
Geraldino, whoſe great Care leſt he 
ſhould be detected, made him keep pretty 
cloſe, and under Pretence of Sickneſs he 
never appear'd except at the Chapel, and 
to his Aunt's Apartment, where Clarinda 

encrally was, and the oftner now becauſe 
the Lady excuſed her alternately yiſiting 
Clarinda as formerly, on Account of the 


Captain's Indiſpoſition, which was obſery- _ | 


ed daily to increaſe; the Capt. on ſeeing 
her come in, wot diſcover ſo much 
Languor in his Eyes as. muſt affect the 
Generous and tender Hearted, but none 


more than Clarinda, to whom the Lady 


entruſted the making of the Tea, Coffee, 
and Chocolate; after drinking two or 
three Diſhes of which, he would pretend 
that his Pain was advancing, and defired 
inſtantly to be conducted into his Room, 
his Servant to whom he had imparted the 
Secret of his Amour, would upon a 
Signal given, or ſome fictitious Pretence, 
withdraw, and as the Captain's Pains 
increaſed, there was no Delay; he was 


directly to be helped into his Room, and 


as his Aunt and Clariuda were older than 
the other Ladies, the Task was devolved 
upon them; In this Manner, he continued 

for 
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for «Wi the Flame of ta S__ 
in proportion to his Endeavour of cover - 
ing it; at laſt he imparted his Deſign to his 
Aunt, who one Day having got Clarinda 
in a gay and merry Diſpoſition diſcloſed 
the Seeret to her, and by the ſtrongeſt 
Perſuaſions in his Abſence, at laſt 
wrought up her Mind to a Suſceptibility 
of Impreſſion, 1o as to accept of his Love 
after a few modeſt Denials ; and in a little 
time after they were married, and lived to- 
gether in themoſt perfect Harmony and 
Love for an half Year; at which Time, 
one Donna Iſabella di Navarra, hear- 
ing of the Matter, came to the Place and | 
claimed him as her Husband : this News 
was ſhocking to Clarinda, and appeared 
_ equally horrid in the Eyes of his Friends: 
She would not conſent even ſo much as 
to eat or drink with him untill he had 
cleared himſelf of the Charge; the moſt 
ſolemn Proteſtations, ſaid ſhe, will never 
do with me, unleſs you can bring an un- 
doubted Proof of your Innocence; nor 
would “ J have ſo much inſiſted upon it 
but that I am informed you are of the 
Roman Catholic Communion, whoſe 
cardinal Doctrine is, not to keep Faith 
_ with Heretichs,” and one who could all 
at once ſhake off his Vows to the Church, 
could eaſily break his Engagements with 

a Wo- 
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a Woman: He moſt ſolemnly proteſted 


his Innocence, and fell upon the follow- 


ing Method to clear himſelf of the Charge. 

He had a criminal Correſpondence with 
the Siſter of that very Woman who now 
claimed him for her Husband, which he 
actually was, and tho' he had conceived a 


Dislike to her for ſome time before, yet 


now he contrived a Method for ſoothing 


her by fair Promiſes, and making her turn 


Evidence againſt her Siſter, by ſwearing 


poſitively that at whatever Time ſhe 


ſhould alledge the Ceremony of her Mar- 
riage to have been performed, that ſhe was 


at a Place 50 Miles diſtant in Company 


with her that very Night: The abandon'd | 
Creature was caught by the Bait, and at a 
Court of Juſtice appointed for that Pur 
poſe, ſhe ſwore as directed; and fo cleared 
him of eyery Suſpicion i in the Judgment 
ofthe Law: But now, tho? he had eluded 
Juſtice, who ſeem'd to wink at his Crimes 


for a Time, yet at laſt ſhe cloſely purſued 


him, for the College at Salamanca geting. 
Intelligence, that he had broke the Vows 
of Celibacy, and married an Heretich, 
which was by far the greateſt Crime, he 
was put to the Inquiſition and directly 
anathematiz d: Application was made to 
the Court of Madrid, to interpoſe at the 
Court of Naples, and demand that he 
might 
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might be gelivert up; ' accordingly the 
Spaniſh Ambaſſador was ordered to give 
in a Memorial ſetting forth the Heinouſ- 
neſs of his Crime, and requiring he ſhould 
be delivered up to him as a Subje of the 
Crown of Spain; the Court at firſt ſtartled 
at the Propoſal, and urged the Law of 
Nations for the Protection of Refugees; 
but they were anſwered, that in this Caſe 
ſomething more was concerned than the 
Law of Nations, for the Intereſt of their 
Mother was at Stake, and to be ſure, con- 
tinued the Memorialift, the Laws of Na- 
ture and of Nations muft give Place to Re- 
ligion; the Pope's Nuncio ſeconded his 
Arguments, and at length he was deliver- 
ed up, and ſent under à ſtrong Guard to 


Salamanca, where being arrived, he was 


| inſtantly thrown into a Dungeon, where 
nothing was allowed him but an Ounce 
of Garlick and a Quart of Water in a Day. 
In this Situation he continued for a Month, 
and was brought out about Three in the 
Morning, to a Room where was a Court 
 fix'd, and an Indictment being read againſt 
him, he at firſt abſolutely refuſed the 
Charge; then the Preſident of the Court 
ordered him to be unſhekelled, for he was 
| loaded with Irons; which being done, a 
Man came to him and ty'd a Cord about 
| each of his great Toes, and another to 2 
o 


4.1 


of * Thumbs, Hes was inſtantly hoiſted Y 


up by Means of Pullies fixed at the four 
Corners of the Room, and ſo far diſtended 
that his Fingers and Toes were torn off, 
and being ſupported by Nothing, he fell 
with his Back upon the Ground, on which 
was plac'd a Board about fix Feet long, 
abounding with Iron Spikes three Inches 
high from the Level of the Board in which 
they were ſixed; by this Time Don Fer- 
diinando was almoſt quite gone till reyiv'd 

by a little Spirits which they had there 


for the Purpoſe, which having taſted, and 


being recovered by them, he was again 
threatned with the Pullics if he did not 
confeſs the Crimes he had committed 
againſt his Mother, whom he had ſo baſe- 
1y abuſed; he informed them of his Inceſt 
with two Siſters, and of his Marriage with 
an Heret:ick, which laſt, ſaid he, grieves 
more than all; at which the Torture was 
again ordered to be repeated, but one of 
the Court ſuggeſted, that this was the 
ready Way to hinder their Mother from 
getting a full Satisfaction, and ſince the 
keeping of him alive would be little Ex- 
pence, and tend to the Eſtabliſnment of 
the Church their Mother, it was more 
proper he ſhould be remanded back to 
his Dungeon, 4 25 accordingly Was 
done. 
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Clarinds hearing of the Impriſonment | 


'of her Husband, fo out in a Poſt-Chaiſe 


| for Salamanca, and. being known by one 
who had ſeen her at Nola, Information 
was laid before the Inquiſition, and a File 


of Musketeers ſurrounded the Houſe 
where ſhe was, and directly confined her 
to a nauſeous Dungeon, (for tis a Law 
with them that Marriage ſu pplies the 


Place of a natural Allegiance) and being 


in Confinement for about a Month, ſhe 
was brought up about One in the Morn- 
ing, and being arraigned before a Tribu- 
nal, ſhe was charged with ſeducing from 
his Mother, a Son and Child of the holy 
Church, and denying the Charge, ſhe 
met with the ſame Treatment that Don 


Ferdinando had received; and he being 


brought in at that very Inſtant, was the 


Spectator of the terrible Jene; - when 5 
ſhe was let down, he Was deſired to re- 
nounce his Spouſe as an Heretic, and to be 


the Executioner in putting an End to her 


Life, and that he ſhould be reſtored to 


the Boſom of his Mother, and have a full 
Abſolution of his Crimes: He inſtantly 


comply'd, and upon firing a Piſtol, Clariu- 
da expir' d without the leaſt Motion and he 


was received into the Arms of his Mother, | 


and advanced to a Living for putting an 
End to the Life of his heretic Spouſe. 
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